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REVIEWS AND NOTES. 



THE AMERICAN FRATERNAL EXPERIENCE COMMISSION. 

At the annual convention of the Associated Fraternities of America, 
an adivisory federation of about fifty fraternal benefit societies operat- 
ing in the United States and Canada, held in Chicago in August, 1908, 
the following resolutions were unanimously adopted, to wit: 

"Resolved, That an American Fraternal Experience Table of Mor- 
tality, constructed from data now available or easily accessible, by 
actuaries of recognized professional standing is one of the most urgent 
needs of the hour in the solution of the rate problems confronting so 
many fraternal beneficiary societies. 

"Resolved, That a commission of three be named by this convention 
to devise ways and means and to cooperate with like commissions 
from similar organizations or individual societies, for the construc- 
tion of such a table." 

The Commission as thus authorized was duly organized as follows : 

President, Lee W. Squier, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Vice-President, J. L. Rose, Waterloo, Iowa. 
Secretary-Treasurer, C. H. Robinson, Chicago, 111. 

An actuarial staff, consisting of five members, was chosen by the 
Commission, as follows : 

Actuary-in-CTnarge, Miles M. Dawson, F. I. A., New York City. 
Consultant, William Francis Barnard, F. A. I. A., Syracuse, 

n. y. 

Consultant, Abb Landis, Nashville, Tenn. 
Consultant, George Dyre Eldridge, New York City. 
Consultant, Sidney H. Pipe, F. A. S., Toronto, Can. 

Letters were then written to the various fraternal societies in the 
United States and Canada, outlining in brief the scope, methods and 
purposes of this Commission. From the replies received it was found 
that the amount of data available was so vast and extensive that not 
only could a table of general mortality be constructed; but also 
many other tables which would be invaluable not only to the fra- 
ternal insurance world but to the science of life insurance generally 
and to the general philanthropic movement for the improvement of 
the economic conditions of wage-earners. 
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These tables, as finally projected by the Commission, are as 
follows: 

I. General Mortality Experience. 

II. Mortality Among Male Lives. 

III. Mortality Among Female Lives. 

IV. Mortality Experience As to Residence. 
V. Mortality Experience by Occupations. 

VI. Experience As to Lapsation. 

VII. Temporary Disability Experience. 

VIII. Partial and Permanent Disability Experience. 

IX. Total and Permanent Disability Experience. 

X. Tabulated Causes of Death. 

XI. Tabulated Causes of Disability. 

Accompanying the tables showing mortality and disability expe- 
rience there will be commutation columns, monetary tables and other 
mathematic and scientific deductions from this wide investigation 
that will make the Commission's published reports veritable store- 
houses of information on sociologic and economic problems. 

Each society entering into this movement fills out an information 
card for every person who has ever become a member of it. These 
cards are then sent to the office of the Actuary-in-Charge, there to 
be sifted, sorted and counted for the various tables for which they 
are pertinent. The society then gets its cards back, together with 
sheets showing its ungraduated experience along the various lines 
of the investigation; which, at slight actuarial expense, can be 
thrown into graduated form and thus make the foundation of the 
society's permanent experience tables. 

The cards now completed or in process of writing on the form 
designed by the Commission number about two millions ; and about 
three millions more are offered by societies on thoir own forms, 
which can easily be adapted to the Commission's use, thus placing 
some five million of lives under observation in the construction of 
the eleven tables projected. 

When it is remembered that the Actuaries', or Combined Experience 
Tables, published in 1843, were based upon only 62,537 lives; and 
that the American Experience Table, published in 1867, was merely 
an adaptation of the Actuaries' Table to the experience of the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of New York; and that these two tables 
combined — both of which have been generally accepted as standards 
— were made up of less than one-fiftieth of the number of lives that 
will form the basis of the general mortality table projected by this 
Commission ; and when it is remembered that the English Healthy 
Districts Males Tables were based by Dr. Parr on the census re- 
turns of 1851 and deaths during the five years from 1849 to 1853, in 
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sixty-three districts of England and Wales, to the number of 
87,345 in a total population of 996,773, and were not made up of 
insurance exposures at all; and when it is remembered that the 
other ten tables outlined in this movement, besides the general 
mortality table, are, many of them, along lines never heretofore 
followed with scientific accuracy, — then it will be seen what a tre- 
mendously important and far-reaching investigation this Commission 
has planned in the interests not only of safe and sound protection of 
life and health, but also in the interests of economic and public 
welfare. 

The counting of the cards has begun in the office of the Actuary- 
in-Charge at New York and from now on the tabulations will proceed 
as rapidly as the great volume of the data will permit. 

The Commission is now extending its operations so as to include 
the experience of the numerous Trades Unions connected with the 
American Federation of Labor. In a recent letter to the President 
of the Commission, President Samuel Gompers of the American Fed- 
eration says: 

"I agree with you entirely that to ascertain accurate data of the 
disability and mortality will prove of great advantage in securing 
intelligent, beneficent legislation. To determine the vocational dis- 
abilities and deaths will be the means of endeavoring to correct evil 
causes, rendering injury and disability less frequent and will help 
the prolongation of the lives of our workers." 

Already many of the federations have signified their hearty ap- 
proval of this movement and indicated their willingness to furnish 
the data asked for by the Commission. 

Every safeguard known to actuarial and statistical science will 
be enforced by the Commission to place the methods of this investi- 
gation above possible criticism and to make the results authoritative 
and permanent. 

Lee W. Sqtjiee. 



The Standard of Living Among Worlcingmen's Families in New 
York City. By Kobert Coit Chapin, Ph.D., Professor of Economics 
in Beloit College. Kussell Sage Foundation Publication, 1909. (New 
York: Charities Publication Committee, 105 East Twenty-Second 
Street, pp. xv., 372, $2.00, postpaid.) 

This study was carried out by Professor Chapin as secretary of a 
special committee on standard of living, appointed by the New York 
State Conference of Charities and Correction. The main part of the 
volume is the New York investigation but there are also included 
a valuable introductory chapter on Workingmen's Budgets in Statis- 
tical Literature, a translation of one of the individual studies (1857) 
that appears in Le Play's Les Ouviers Europe'ens, a partial bibliog- 



